Use when EMAILING * CALLING * SNAIL MAIL

Dear Senator __________, 
My name is _______ and I am (a parent, educator, concerned citizen, etc.).  I want to urge you to vote in favor of Senate Bill 67.  I support the Louisiana Department of Education vision, mission and critical 9 goals; however, in order to effectively educate all students and ensure that we create a world class education system we must reform the way we approach student behavior.  Currently the state discipline law has contributed to the over reliance on suspensions and expulsions when dealing with student behavior.  This dependence on ineffective discipline measures has lead to less time the classroom, more time on the streets, and loss of interest in school among students.  During the 2009-2010 school year, there were 138,518 out-of school suspensions and 146,006 in-school suspensions.  Keeping kids in school should be a number one priority for our lawmakers.

Senate Bill 67 amends the state discipline statute relative to suspensions and expulsions. The amendments… 
· Expands the menu options for principals and educator as it relates to discipline measures; 
· Grants school staff discretion as it relates to in-school suspensions and detention; 
· Require that BESE create guidelines and recommendations regarding in and out-of school suspensions; 
· Grants school leaders the consent to allow students to stay in school while receiving an education; rather than suspending students for minor infractions, such as being habitually tardy and absent.  
If you vote in favor of SB 67, when implemented it will immediately decrease the number of in-school and out-of school suspension by at least 14,000. 
SB 67 is one solution that most stakeholders can agree on… 

Vote in favor of SB 67 for positive effective school discipline reform!

Thank you,
Your Name  

