
Essent ial ly ,  the more students who score
at grade level ,  the higher the letter grade
the school receives .  In 2017 students had
to score at "prof ic ient" to be considered
on grade level ,  but in 2018 students had
to score at the higher "mastery" level  to
be considered on grade level .  Basical ly ,
students had to get more quest ions r ight
on their  state tests .
 
Progress score
You may also have heard of a “progress
score.”  The state takes into account
whether students are learning at the rate
we expect them to,  which is  cal led a
"progress score,"  which is  also given in
the form of a letter grade.  Again,  th is
score is  largely based on test
performance.  So i f  a school has a lot of
students showing up on day one receiv ing
lower grades on tests ,  i f  at  the end of the
year those same students are showing
improvements ,  the school wi l l  st i l l  get
credit  even i f  the students st i l l  aren’t
doing great .

Al l  parents want their  chi ldren to attend a
good school ,  or qual i ty school .  But we have
to f igure out how “qual i ty” is  being def ined
so that we can try to make good choices
for our chi ldren.  The Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education (BESE) and the
Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) def ine
school performance in terms of the
school ’s  grade.     Just as school chi ldren
receive report cards on their  performance,
schools also receive these scores from the
state.  These letter grades are known as
“school performance scores” (SPS) and are
given out each year .
 
What a score is based on
These scores are largely based on how wel l
students test .  Not how much the student
understands the mater ial ,  not how wel l  the
teachers are teaching,  not how safe
students feel  to ask quest ions,  not how
supported students feel  at school ,  but
rather TEST SCORES!  So i t ’s  important to
understand what the scores real ly tel l  us ,
and how we can determine for ourselves
what is  the r ight school for our chi ld .
 
The grading system
In the past few years ,  the school grading
system has been changing,  making i t
harder for parents to understand how wel l
a school is  doing.  Now, i t ’s  harder for
schools to get a good letter grade,  which
are mostly based on how many students
tested wel l ,  or “at grade level , ”  dur ing end-
of-year test ing (see chart) .

2017-2018 Formula for School Performance Scores



In addit ion to the overal l  school
performance and progress score,  some
key data LDOE provides is :

How many students are free from
suspension
How diverse the teachers are
How part icular groups of students are
performing at the school

 
Is  it  really about performance?
Final ly ,  grading schools with school
performance scores often s imply
amounts to grading schools on the money
they have or do not have.  For example,  a
wel l-funded school that can afford more
books for the students to take home,
addit ional  staff ,  and lower teacher-
student rat ios wi l l  l ikely have better
scores.  So the concern is  that what is
real ly being measured is  how much
funding a school has,  which of course,  is
deeply and histor ical ly t ied to racism and
segregation.

Actual score versus progress score
In other words,  the performance
score/grade is  how many students are at
"mastery" level ,  whi le progress
score/grade is  how many students got a
higher score,  even i f  just  a few points ,   no
matter what level  they started.   Don’t  let
schools try to confuse you.  Some wi l l  show
off their  progress score,  which is  also on a
letter system, as i f  i t  is  their  overal l  grade.
Ask to see both scores!  And for more info
on school performance scores,  v iew the
Louis iana Department of Education’s
(LDOE) 4-Minute video on their  website
(www.louis ianabel ieves.com).
 
Other ways to define a "good" school
I f  you bel ieve a qual i ty school should be
defined by more than just the students ’
test scores,  you are not alone.     Community
efforts are underway to create alternat ive
ways of def in ing a qual i ty school .  For
example,  a coal i t ion of community
organizat ions came together to create the
New Orleans Educational Equity Index in
2017,  which also al lows parents to take into
considerat ion the fol lowing data when
choosing the school that is  r ight for their
chi ld :

Enrol lment costs
If  transportat ion is  provided
Student-to-teacher rat io
Number of incidents reported to pol ice

There is  also addit ional  data on LDOE's
website which can help you decide what
school might be a good f i t  for your chi ld
(www.louis ianaschools .com).

How did Orleans Parish grade?

'C'

Need help advocating for your child?
Call or Email 504-708-8376 or fflic@fflic.org


